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YOU ARE REMINDED NOT TO INVOLVE IN ANY UNLICENSED
GUESTHOUSE OPERATION

In view of a court case in July 2012 regarding the conviction of three Mainland
post-graduate students for operating an unlicensed guesthouse, the Home Affairs
Department would like to bring your attention to the followings:

Before commencing a hotel or guesthouse business in Hong Kong, a licence issued
under the Hotel and Guesthouse Accommodation Ordinance shall be obtained. Under
the Ordinance, “hotel / guesthouse” means any premises being held out by the
occupier, proprietor or tenant for providing sleeping accommodation at a fee with a
tenancy term of less than 28 continuous days.

Under section 5 of the Ordinance, any person operates, keeps, manages or otherwise
has control of a guesthouse without a valid guesthouse licence commits an offence
and will lead to a criminal record. Any person who is convicted for operating an
unlicensed guesthouse is liable to imprisonment. The maximum penalty upon
conviction is a $200,000 fine and imprisonment for two years, and a fine of $20,000
for each day during which the offence continues. According to records, heavier
sentences for unlicensed guesthouse operations have been passed by the courts in the
recent years. For further information, please refer to the website of Office of the
Licensing Authority at www.hadla.gov.hk.

“Under the laws of Hong Kong, a person permitted to stay in Hong Kong as a
student shall only study at a specified school, university or other educational
institution and undertake such course of study as may be approved by the Director of
Immigration. Such students are not allowed to take up employment, whether paid or
unpaid, or establish or join in any business in Hong Kong, without the permission of
the Director of Immigration. Offenders are liable to prosecution and upon conviction
to a maximum fine of $50,000 and imprisonment for two years.” the spokesman from
Immigration Department reminded.

For further information, please refer to the website of Immigration Department at
www.immd.gov.hk.
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